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	Wordshark Intervention Guide and Record

	What is it? (including who it is for)

Wordshark is a well-established computer programme, which provides fun, games-based activities for students learning to read and spell. The great strength of this programme is its flexibility. It can be used to focus on particular skills and can be adapted to any ability level and the needs of each child. Wordshark can be used by all children, including those with EAL, but is especially designed for students with special educational needs including dyslexia. There is a menu with a choice of highly structured programmes, which include a great deal of overlearning and repetition. 

	Aim

It is particularly useful to consolidate skills learnt in the main teaching programme, such as Alpha to Omega. 
Aims are:
· Consolidate phonics, including alphabetic knowledge.
· Strengthen phonological awareness.
· Strengthen visual discrimination skills. 
· Learn to read and spell high frequency words.
· Learn subject specific words. 
· Learn and practice spellings.
· Develop vocabulary.

	Age range

5 – 15 years

	How delivered (Including staff, frequency, duration, and training required)

It should be delivered at least 3 x per week for 15 minutes. Wordshark is also a programme that children will love to do during wet breaks or if there is a bit of spare time in the school day. 
It can be integrated into classroom learning and used with individuals or groups. It is beneficial for developing independent learning, as long as there is careful monitoring by adults.
Staff delivering should be very familiar with the programme and how it works, in order to use it effectively. This can be supported by short videos that are available with the programme. Students can log in from school or home.

	Resources

· The programme is now online https://www.wordshark.co.uk/ 
· Schools can choose from different pricing plans with the option of a free trial & demo.
· There is also a range of printable resources. Word Search and Crossword worksheets can be used for practice or revision, either in the classroom or as homework.
· The courses include:
· Wordshark.
· Alpha to Omega.
· English National Curriculum: Spelling.
· Everyday vocabulary.
· Secondary school subject lists.
· High Frequency Words.

	Suggested criteria for baseline information and monitoring impact:

Includes: placement test/automatic progression plus option to set work/add own words.
There is a management system to enable close monitoring by staff.
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