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Using sentence strips to support early writing

1. Have lots of thin strips of paper readily available in the classroom. 
1. The child forms the sentence orally with the adult giving appropriate support
(‘Does that sound right?’ ‘Can you think of a better word?’ etc)
1. The adult writes the sentence on the strip of paper:
		I  went  to  play  in the park.

(Discussion can be had around capital letters and full stops if appropriate to the child’s level.)
Carefully read the sentence with the child. 
1. The strip is then cut up. (This can be into individual words or into word chunks):
Chunks:
		I      went to
play
in    the      park.


Individual Words:
    	 I
went
to
play
in
the
park

1. The strip is then jumbled up, and the child asked to sort it out to put it back together again: 
        went
to
I
play
in
park
the


(When mixing the sentence up you might only swap one or two words as appropriate for the child.)
1. Do this several times so that the child is familiar with the sentence
1. The child then copy-writes the re-formed sentence into his/her book.
1. Extension: If the child knows some of the words (or words have been a focus for intervention/ learning) these can be turned over so the child has to write from memory:
    	 I
went
to

in

park
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